Why Theory? 
The aim of the course is to introduce problems raised by literary theory, in its conceptual as well as practical aspects. Topics will include: the mutual implication of resistance to and necessity of theory; specific problems and implications of definitions of literature; the modes of constituting literature as a social institution; forms of engagement with literary works; philosophical underpinnings, moral consequences, and political significance of literature. The purpose of the course is to present the current state of research and to develop aptitude for critical thought, in particular as regards the production of meaning, as well as to demonstrate the singular use of analysing literary works for discussion of ideological issues.

SYLLABUS
1. Introductory.

2. What is Theory of Literature?

3. Resistance to Theory: Writing (and) Philosophy.

4. How is Literature Possible?

5. Adorno: Forms of Engagement.

6. Literature in Society: Luhmann and Bakhtin.

7. Rancière: partage du sensible.

8. Literariness and its Discontents.

9. The Absolute: Literature in Early German Romanticism.

10. Lyotard: lectures d’enfance.

11. Semanalysis: How to Speak to Literature?

12. Reading Difference and Desire.

13. Minority and Sovereignty.

14. Aesthetics and Ethics: Modernism.

15. Conclusions.
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